OPPRESSED MANS-S 
OUTCRY; | 


OR, 5 

An Epiſtle writ by John Hedworth of Harraton in the Coun- 
ty of Durham, Eſq. the 13 Sept. 165 1. unto the Honourable, 
Sir Henry Vane, the elder, a Member of the Honorable Parlia+ 
ment of the Common- wealth of Exglaud, William Vane his 


ſon, Lieut. Col. Paul Hobſon, and John Middleton, Eq. Members of the 
Com. of the Militia of the County of Durham by Authority of Parliament. 


Honourable & worthy Gentlemen, | | 
LT HE great Lord Fehovah, the Creator of the world, In 


cCcripture is ſtyled a God of Compaſſion , and of 
We Truth and Juſtice,and a hearer of the ſighs and groans 
SS of the afflited and opprefled ; who in ſcripture hath 
ne? fully declared himſelf, to be an angry and ſevere judge, 
and puniſher of tyrants and —— — of thoſe that ſhut 
their ears, and harden their hearts, againſt the mournful, pitiful, and 
juſt complaints of the afflicted and diſtreſſed. And he by his ſpe- 
cial Providence, hath put power, authority, & magiſtracy into your 
hands, being Members of that Committee, that have the chief- 
eſt command of this County (under the Parliament, the ſupream) 
at your beck; And therefore by him in Scripture are ſtyled gods 
upon earth, and in that regard yee ought tobe like him not onely 
in tender Compaſſion and mercy, but alſo in truth and Juſtice, 
and hearers of the ſighs, groans and mournfull Lamentations of 
the afflicted and oppreſſed . In the ſerious Confideration of which 
give me leave to cry out unto you, and acquaint you, that I am 
the ſon and heir of a deceaſed Knight, Sit ohn Hedwerth, who 
- was Lord, Owner, or Proprietor of the. Lands of Harrates in the 


County of Durham, and all the Cole Mines thereof, or tbereun- 


to belonging, and left them unto me by an ancient and unblemiſh- 
ed Intail, as ſtrosg as the Laws of Englaua (my undoubted births 
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right) could make any, as bis eldeſt * heir. And dene by: 
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ouring wolf, or greedy great man,that ſhoul 
tous eye to that inheritance tht my forefathers ſtrongly and Le- 
ly intailed upon my father and my ſelf; And it was my unhappy 
to liye in the age wherein Sir Arilur Heſilrig | S 
vernor of New ('aſt/e, a man of a high and covetous ſpirit, the 
whole County of Durham being (us by bis Conſtant actions he de- 
clares) too little in Revenue to ſatisfic or content his greedy appe- 
tite: And a man that will admit of no rule to walk by, but his own 
perverſe will and ſword , who caſting mbre then an bab eye 
upon my poor Vineyard at Harraton, abhorred to be fo righteous 
unto me, as wicked Ahab deſired and proffered to be to poor Wa. 
both, who proſſered him for his Vineyard the worth of it in mony, 
or a better for it. 
But Sir Arthur Hefilrig finding my land and Cole mines at Har- 
raten, were Profitable and pleaſant, and lay commodions for him 
to add to his newly comꝰd by great Eſtate; yet though hiqvertginy 
feriour in power to Ahab a King, would be more unrightequyt 
practice to me, then he was to poor Naboth, and there fobe N 
take from me my Colyeries and Land, yea, and my Cattle tom 20. 
that without ſo much as ever proffering me as good for them in 
exchange, or the worth of them in mony, or ſo much as one penny 
for them in conſidet ation, yea, or that fo much as ever ſetting up & 
legally producing the leaſt ſtad ow. or pretenc of title againſi me, 


more then his wil, ploaſure, and ſwrordʒ yea, and to atgravate his co—ꝛ 


vetouſneſs and tyranny, exerciſed to che height againſt me, he would 
not only take my inheritance, goods, & cattle from me for nothing, 
by his wilkbut he would do it in ſuch 2 way, as that I ſhould be left 
deſtitute forever hereafrer,of all hopes af friends to recover it; & 
therefore he would totally deſtroy and cruſh to pieces, not one ly 
im eſtate, but alſo in good name, (which to an honeſt man ought 
to be more precious, then much ſweet ointmenr) my Father in 
Law M. George Frey, and my old friend M george Lilburn, there- 
by for ever hoping to deter any man of poet or intereſt in the 
leaſt,to meddie wich me, vo help to eaſe ot tedieſs me; and all this 
done unto me at fuch a time, hen the righteeus and juſt God is 
abooad in the world, in Power and Majeſty, to deſtroy Kings and 
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Princes, and the ꝑreateſt of their Followers, for tyriam, inju— 


. faidl Epiſtle, . that in eaſe I were 
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r — ! Rich vine when der chene xectite 
3 for ſecret tranſgreſſions done in holes and corners, 
upon their own members, witneſs my Lord Howards Bribery. | 

And that Sir Arthur hath oppreſſed me,and taken from me,and 
my tenants, my eſtate, is evident. 

1. As to my Cole mines, the proſits of, which he and his under 
Commiſſioners, in their Certificate printed in Lieutenant Colo- 
nel John Tilbarus Letter to four of the Gommilſioners at Ha- 
berdlaſbers Hall, dated the 30 of Puly 1651. Pag. 11. Yo & 4: 
hath valued it at fifreen pounds a day in cleur profit, w the 
year at that rate, reckoning 365 days to the year, . —. ves fall 
5475 l. per an. the high injuſtice and 'tyrann yin his taking aw 
of whi „ Auch ſtllk with d High a ——— as unj oftly detains 
ing of it, is fo fully ſet out Er proved in authentick A2 in the 
forementioned p 1 — Epiſtle, 2 my tenant M. Poffab 
Primer Feed Parliament, ted at theif door in 
bird to their 1 upon the 22 of J 165 1. and recerded 

173] 19, 20. that I need nom ſay no more of 

it, but b. Fs 1455 che ſaid Epiſtle, one of which" 1 make bold 
berevich andy: to preſent unto you all for your ſerious and care- 

peruſz 

2. He' and his = Commiſſioners: hath asarbirracily and ty- 
rannically taken away from me almoſt three hundted pounds per 
auuum, of my N Inheritance at Harraton, an let 
both Colleen) and Land to Colonel Hacter, Lieutenant Colonel 
Mayer, major Tothierft, or other of his officers and ſoldiers, of 
whick Land Iwas (being neither Papiſt nor Delinquent) in 
and quiet poſſeſſion, for about three yea opal mages they 
pretend to ſequeſter i it from me; A eugh I had an Order, 
dated the 12 of n 1650. recorded 29 i, ry eto 


baten — 

nent, 

herd of of Deals ery ſtion taken from me, 9 

to be teſponſible for the 6firs of "theeſtate, incaſe it ſhould'aot 
4 pretence of my 


er the = One of the ſ 
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en of Guteſtead, and M. Thomas Party of Durham. (ie 
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priviledgeof the Law of England, (my grand and undoubred in 


3. Sir Arthur Hofilrig and his ſaid under Commiſſioners, who 
are ſolely at kis beck and Command, and dare do nothing againſt 
His will and directions, have moſt nee, arbitrarily and tyran- 
poly robbed and taken ftom me almott ſixty. hezd of my Cats 
tle, ſote of which were well worth ſeven or eight pound a piete, 
I having been bid for ten Oren, then of that number, ſeven pound 
a Nees ready mony, and {ix more of them were Stoſs, for ſome of 

rhich I Was bid five pound a piece, and theſe they took from me 


directly, nor indixely., And my abſolute propriecy.inthem alle 
have fally proved by legalzeſtimony; Center 5. þafe. Depot 
tions are recorded in the foreſaid Epiſtle, ag. 33:34. J: the height 
of whoſe injuſtice to me in the two laſt particulars of my Land, 

Cattle, I cannot to your Honours better ſet forth, then is 


32433. to which I humbly refer you; all chich Cattle I valued at 
three hundred pounds. Its true, they pretended. they, wee my 
Father Greys, which if they were, (as in the leaſt they were not 


at that time, not any, one of them for almoſt tweluę months before) 


yet he is neither Papiſe or Dehiquent, but is, and hath been a zez- 


; — en to you 
ongut one Lohn J ecklon, a Nelinguent, 
Compoficion: What's that to med Bu gat 
ſays my Grey avers be n never a penay, NOT never 
bought nor ſold with him in his life, for tu o pence, nor never too 

no land of him, nor Cole Pits, nor no 


e paid his 
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eing my own proper goods, and no mans elſe in Rhe world, neither 


alteady done in my printed petition delivered to t 0 Parliament, 
upon I 23. 165 1. and recorded in the foreſaid | iſtle, pag: 31>. 


lous, actiye; well affected Parligmenteer,, and a Commimee man, 
for divers years together, unſporced and upblemiſhed , as. is yery 
all four; but farther they ſay, my Father Grey, 


ta anſxer that. I 


hin ſuch like things; but its. 
th he took Land of his brother Ndiam leg. 


— — — — 1 > 


amen 
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t of bis portion and - 


But may it ple fe your Honours admit the faid Cattle that. I 
xverr was mine; had been my Father Greys, and, admit che ſaid 
fobn lack the Delinquen-, had precended- my Father had o- 
ed him 5 yet upon hat ground of Reaſon, or Law, had the 
zommiſſtoners at Burbham, to believe the ſaid /ackiov; 2 Delin- 
qdents bare averment, before my Father in Laws, ho is no De- 
linquenr, but every way an honeſt man: But 1 farcher anſwer, 
Tobn Tadkson the Delinquent, had compounded and actually got 
off his ſequeſtration about a year before the tak ng away my cat- 
tlez and in that regard was in a ſenſe in ſtatu quo, and if any man 
owed him mony, his juſt and regular way was to go to Law for it, 
and there reed dex it as other Ehgliſh people do, and not for Sit 
Arthur aid bis Commiſſionet to be their own Carvers, to make 
that a pretence to Tuine and deſtroy thoſe who they had a deſire 
ſo to do unte, under pretence they owed a Compounding Delin- 
quent mony; which if they did, yet had Sir Arthur and his 
Commiſſioners, (neither hy Law nor Ordinance ). any power at 
all to drive eheir goods, half ſtarve them, and then fell them. at; 
moſt for half the price of their firſt worth, and do with the mony 
what they pleaſed, as with me in my preſent caſe they did 3, 
nay,althovgh the faid ob Jack on had not paid in all his Compo- 
ſtc00,- yoe neither by Lam, hot Otdiiagie,, they had no pomer to 
ſexze and ſell the goods of thoſe'that really owed him mony, much: 
leſs of thoſe that he only pretended owed. him mony ; much leſs. 
could they ſeize and ſell the goods of thoſe that he never preten- 
ded owed him a penny, which is my. caſe; kor their regular and 
legalcourſo, in caſe of bis wilfulvr neglicznt non. paiment of hs? 
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, had WAN + bis E 121 65 
0 'piece of injuſtice, as well to x e Greg, as my (elf; he 

ures me he will particularly and 'Fally Re: in print; and 
e to _ I now FOE this, and Kelle Thelen 

reſſions and wrongs, by Sir Arthur rs 
—— will ſhortly ſee in print by him in their 2 a 
4. I beſeech you obſerve, here is to me out of my 

loſt 40 f. a week, and 10 7. at Chriſtmas le. 19d. at Ee 
for cwoyears, amounts to 248 J. $46 to ut of my La 
300 / per annum, or thereabouts, for 14 of. a. year —— — 
575 l. loſt by my ſaid Cattle 300 J. all three of het. 5 put to- 
gerher, comes to 11231 ben des in Fe and other 

ournies to London, charges ſtaying there, fees to Lawyers and 

licitors, with Clerks fees for Orders, &c. charges for. witneſ- 
ſes, feveral times to London and Durham, and many. other inei- 
dent charges depending upon my almoſt two yeats troubles, above 
300 J. for I am ſure of it, one Journey to Loxdox, and charges 
there, coſt me above three ſcore pounds, beſides the Joſs of my 
tine for the ſaid almoſt two years, and e — 
and nd, with the denial of me the benefit of the Iaw, and 
thereby with other ingredients the loſs unto me of many y. oppor- 
tunities I have had, to re-gain and poſſeſs ſeveral large parcels of 
mine inheritance at Sunderland, and ſeveral other places, and 
making me poor and low, and forcing me to run into debt, with 
diſgracing my reputation and credit ; yea, and 7 85 all chis, * 
his burying me alive as it were, if 1 had not by Gods 
found unexpected extraordinary choice, cordial and — 
friends, by which means I am really damnified, of 
it, at leaſt 000 f. beſ les the foreſaid 1123 l. ot thereabonts, that 
Fhave loſt by Sir Arthurs matchleſs and unparelleled cruelty and 
tyranny. Over and above which, if my Colliery be worth that 
rite of fifteen pound per diem, what Sir Arthur and his Com- 
miffioners in their foreſaid Certificate values it at, my tenants, 
M. Primate, M. George Lilburn, and wy. brother M. Geor ge Grey 
Junior, ate damn by th their Ameft e beg, yearsloſpof.ic, abour 
den chouſand nine Bunde and fifty pounds, of all which' cruelty 

ad ogy exerciſed towards me, and 8 Franc 

„now 2a Colonel of Horſe in 

the victorious Lord General Come]. beth beemno inal 


. 


under his Ex- 
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and principal Agent to execute n arbitrarily 
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lle me rnfly without. pity 
7 he rook my own orc * 
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eſſectually upon mt; de woulbcaſhier them out of his Troupand 
Regiment, 25 ſome of Stunde nen nfeſſed; and all this hee 
did; a8 is evident, to fake himſelf rich and great, with my Colli- 
ery and Lands, of which. Sir Arthurs darling, the ſaid Col. Frau- 
cis Hacker, mylt needs become the chiefeſt fatmor, which in the 


concluſion it may de may have in ſom ſenſe as ſharp ſauce follow - 
ing ir, * Vine Ard had to, or for Ahab ; which if it have, 
I hope Sir Arthurs Lieutenant Col. Aaxerand his buſie and late 
upſtart Major Tolbuyf,with his pedling Lieutenant Bruine, the in- 
ſotefeſt fellow of all the teft FL cog go ſcot-free; Thus moſt 
noble-Genclemen, dave] alt truly, though briefly, laid open my 
«wounds unte you; for which as yer, in this our Engliſn Gilead; 
ein finde u balm, alrhouph I have left aq juſt and ordinary means 
nnafſayed, that it is poſſible for the it a man to attempt: as, 
Firſt, at the beginning I and mPrearo99-655he Committee of 
Dur bum, did what in ds la to pre erve out rights; but Sir Ar- 
ebe will) ſoagfword, threa 5, and bended fiſt, was too hard there 
for alf our, Right, and Reaſon ; and then when by will and 


o 


Pty, | „ appealed to be chief Commiſſioners above at Ton- 
24 Lely | 


they, 
”Y IEEE. 


a Thar 


his perſons? and zealous countenance init. ; buc.chey being tall of 
e buſhes, eee be. lay) bad an timer 
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read way Peron, althoug 5 


to ride poſt to come 3 if 
at my depatture, I principally left ; 
my ſaid faithful friend Lieu. Col Fo who.it ſeems 
lin in ſome deſpair of getting my Petition a preſent read, and he 
at co me appears, jud ging long Aalaye to be my. ruine: In tte 
n — * himſelf amongſt other r $ py "4 
occaſion to publiſh, to print my oppreſhqns, ue 
in that — Epiſtle 10 wort 13994 5 205 al he Conn 
ners at Haberdaſhers Hall, to Ky: 17 d 1 — 
and although Sir Arthur Hefiles t Daham, the other day ( as 
the Lieutenant Col. informs me) would have had ſome people to 
believe he durſt not, or would not own it; and therefore deſired 


his brother Gore, to deliver a ho, = by: * 5080 Lieutenant 


nag 


Col. which was, that if hewere a to 
own the late book called his, & to ſer g deli- 
vered to the Lieutenant Col. by his rocker 9: Ag yi deen him 
to tell Sir Arthur, that if he were a Gentleman, hee intreated 
him to be an inſtrument, that they both might, appear, face. 2 — 
at the Bar of the Parliament, and he Would 

um, to on ſo much of it; as he was age ela — 
very heart to ake; for as the Lieutenant Col. ſaich to me; the 
Book or Epiſtle contains in it a matter of a igh charge againſt 
Sir Arthur Heſilrig, and by the Law of Es bn and the pra- 
'Rice of the Parliament itſelf, in the Earl of een caſe, (he 
faith) it is at his own choice, which piece of it be will begin with, 
to make good againſt Sir Arthur firſt, and not to be preſcribed 
by him, or any elſe for him, to begin with what in it they pleaſed; 
and I my ſelf am ſure of it, the main and principal part of it, he 
bath there ſufficiently proved by authentick Records, which to 
my great coſt and expences, I my ſelf know to be true; but be- 
fides, Sir Arthur needs not in the leaſt to be affraid of the Lie u- 
tenant Col. not owning the Book; for I Ay: ſelf , with many 
more, have heard him often do it, and he hath told me, that (as 1 
remember) the very day be came out of London, he went to the 
Honourable, the . of the Parliament, for his Polt War- 
rant, and told him to this effect, that he had a Book at the Preſs, 
which would be finiſhed and printed within a few hours, againſt 


Sir Arthar Heſilrig, for his o ons to his Vncle. e 
4 my ſelf, 1 nd ae tis telations; . . 
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aid t fo a engl waadin = 
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5 e his — * at in his —— that Book + 
- y reaſon of the high language in it) came to be queſtioned in | 
3 bel Parliament, that he wonld be pleaſed to oblige him ſo far to 
bim, as to acquaint the Houſe that it was his, and he would ju- 
ſtifie it with his life; and therefore humbly beſought him to in- 
treat the Houſe to puniſh no body for writing, printing, or diſ- 
perſing of it, but to lay the whole load of it upon himſelf ; and 
if he pleaſed, in caſe the Houſe were angry at the Lieutenant 
Col. for it, he intreated the Speaker to ſend him but two lines by 
the meaneſt meſſenger in the world, and he ingaged to him to 
| leave all his buſineſs in the North, and to come polt to the Houſe, 
and to juſtifie the truth of the ſaid Book; with his life} and färther 
told the Speaker, that ſeeing in ordinary ways, he and kis friends 
could get no juſtice againſt Sir e Arthar, he intended to go to the 
General to Scotland, and às Sir Art bar wis 2 Member of the 
Atmy, being a Colonel of a Regiment, and Governour of a Ga- 
riſon under the Generals power, he was reſolved at a Councel of 
War to Article againſt him, and he was confident they would hear 
him, and do him right ; the firſt part of which, be told me he 
acquainted the Lord Grey of Growby with, and earneſtly begged + 
55 of him, incaſe the ſaid Book: was queſtioned at the Councel of 
State, that he would anſwer for him, as he had intreated the 
Speaker to do in the Parliament; and he farther told me, that bes 
fore he took Horſe at Lowtlon, he went to-Haberdaſbers Hall, and 
ave, and caufed his Books to be given away, in the very face of 
. Commiſsioners there, and their Officers; and that when he 
took his Journey, he brought many of the ſaid Books along with 
him, and at all, or moſt places where he came, gave away the 
ſaid Books with his own hands, as his own ; and having but one 
| left at Tork, at the Poſt maſters there, M. Pearſon, Sir Arthur 


+» 


Heſilrigs Clerk or Secretary, came into his room about twelve. 
clock at night, and he pulled one of the ſaid Books out of his 
* pocket, and to M. Pearſons face, owned it for his, and read him 
ſome of the ſmarteſt paſſages in it, and told him he had but one 

| of many of them left, or elſe he would have given it him to give 
to Sir Art hur Heſilrig ; but being he had but onezhe was reſolved 

to keep it till the morning, and give it to his Noble and Honoured 

4: friend M. Luke Robinſon the Parliament man, and did ſo, and in- 
; treated him ſeriouſly to read it all over, and as his Book to ſhew 
it (if hepleaſed) Wen in perſon at his Innt 2 3 
12 Nn | >, 
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alſo hee farther told me, that at his coming into the County of 


Durham, he waited upon the General at his Quarters at Branſ- 
peth on purpoſe about it, having left order at London to ſend ſe- 
veral of them to the General, and the chief r of the Ar- 
my into Scotland, which arrived ſafe in their hands at Scet land: 
but the General being very buſie, and ready to march from Branſ- 
peth, he could have no time to ſpeak with him about it, but in- 
quired after it of ſome of his principall Officers, who told him 
the General had ſeen it, and as they thought had read it, foraſmuch 
as there was ſome diſcourſe betwixt him and ſome of the chief Of- 


ficers about it z ſome in the Army apprebending the things laid to 


Sir Arthurs charge, to he very foul and baſe, preſt that there 
might be a fair hearing of it at a Councel of War, which was 
promiſed after their great buſineſs was over; at which tidings, the 
Lieut. Col. vras very glad, and ingaged upon bis life to make his 
ſaid Book good: and yvhen he had done, having got a ne re- 
cruir, he gave ſome of them away, as his Books, upon the very 
place, to ſome of the Officers of the Army; and yet for all thia, 
the Lieu. Col, tels me ſince his coming from Louder , ( his letters 
tells him) he was poſted up publickly ( 38 be believes by ſome of 
Sir Arthurs Agents, on purpoſe to diſgrace him)for running away 
for printing the ſaid Book, which he durſt not on, and that if 4 
ny man would bring him in, he ſhould have 700 J. for his pains ; 


and by others, as he believes of the ſame Agents, he was publick- 


ly in London poſted up for regia away to the King of Scotland 
with 500 Horſe, and if any could 


ring him in, they were praffr- 
red 500 J. for their pains, 


But fully anderſtanding by the ſaid Lieu · Col. how my buſineſs 
was above and how little hopes there was £0 get any ſpeedy reme- 
dy there, & fearing the length of time of getting 3 hearing in the 
Army, vvould be too long for my preſsing ace ſaities to ſtay, they 
having in a manner taken all that ever I have in the world from 
me, and allow me not one penny to le on, out of my eſtate ; fo 
that if I had not ſome true friends to help me, I, my wife, and 


ſmall children (for any thing they afford me, might eit her ſtarue 
chat they are 
oo 


or beg; and beſides, they ſuſſer my Houſes to bea, 
ready to fall down upon the ground, and force me to hite my 
ground of them, to put in ſome Cows, to give a little milk co Lee 
mother and her 


almoſt 29 years, necRivgd 


15 n | 
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- Weapons co reach Soldiers withall, In the 


from them to buy them bread, although my mothers title have bin 


the chiefeſt tkat ſometimes they have ſet up, to ſequeſter the moſt 
of it upon pretence of her Recuſancy, and therefore whether ſhe 
have a title or not, yet they ſequeſtring it upon that pretence, they 
ought by the Law of Exgland to allow her the thirds out of it, 
but they are like greedy Cormorants, that will ſwallow all : I ſay, 
conſidering and weighing all my neceſſities, and pondering in my 
own ſelf, and taking councel what I had beſt to do, I did in the 
Fifth place, upon the 23 of e-Awgnf, 1651. with ſome friends 
go to wager Liddel their Steward, and demanded of* him the 
immed iat paiment of ſome rent, reſerved to me upon the Collie- 
ry ; the which, he 3 refuſing to pay, I made a formal re- 
entry upon my Colliery, as by Law 1 mighe, upon which, a com- 
pany of men came violently upon mo, that call themſelves ſoldi- 
ers, and act upon my ground like ſavage Bears and Wolves, or 
Thieves and Robbers, and will produce unto me no written Or- 
der or Warrant, to give me a Rational ground to judge from 
whence they come, or who they are; upon which, I the ſecond day 
of this September, 165 1. repaired to Durham, to the Commiſſi- 
oners ſetllg there, and they diſclaim them, and avow they knew 
nothing of them till I told them; but yet would grant mee no 
Warrant to take them away, only they promiſed me to ſpeak with 
Major To/hurf abcut them, who it ſeems is their Commander, as 
well as kis Soldiers; whereupon the next day, I writ a Letter to 
the Conſtable at Harraten, and others of my neighbours, charging 
them at their perils; upon my ground to harbour them no more, 
nor join with them any longer to rob and fteal from me my Coles 
by force and violence : and chat they might all rake notice of their 
own danger, Icauſed the ſaid Letter to be printed and delivered 
to them; ſeveral copies of which, I make bold herewith to pre- 
ſent unto You, for your ſerious peruſal; but divers of my faid 
neighbours perſiſting ſtill in their evil dealing with me, Thaveſent 
to London for Proceſs for every one of them that are tardy, as well 
Keel men, as ethers, and doub-snorof a ſafficient remedy at lar 
againſt them all, without interruption from the Committee of 
Indempnity, where yet I ſhould not be ſorry to be brought into, 
being apt to think I ſhall not get my complaints heard againſt Sir 
Artur, till he or ſome of his Agents be forced by me to turn 
complaints: But Proceſs being in my on anderfianding roo mort 
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to Gateſbead, accompanied with my Father in Law, M. George Grey, 
Richard Lilburn, Eiq. Lieu. Col. ohn Lilburn his jon, and my 
brother M. Ralph Grey, on purpoſe to ſpeak with Sir Arthur a- 
bout all theſe things; but he being buſie-wich the Commiſſieners 
of. che Miniſtry, and ſo not to be ſpoken with, we all (ſaving Lieu. 
Col. John Lilburn) went to Major Telhurſt, and acquainted him 
with the ſubſtance of all paſſages at Harraton, and demanded of 
tim che ſaid reſerved rent of forty. ſhillings per week, which he re- 
| Fuſed to pay, and acknowledged that by a Yerbal command of his 
own, (which is not worth a button, nor can be no ſecurity: to the 
ſoldiers he bad ſent) the ſaid ſoldiers to keep the poſſeſſion of the 
ſaid Colliery, adding he was betruſted by Col. Hacker, Lieute- 
nant Col. Mayers, and the reſt of the Gentlemen that had ta- 
kenir, to keep it, and he would ep it; ſo gecęiving no ſatisfacti - 
on at NeèC Caſt le, and clearly fin ling Major Tolhurſt durſt not 
give unto the ſoldiers a written Warrant or Order, to be their ſe- 
cuirty, rule, and guide: In the IE Sat 
Seventh place, I deſited my Father Grey, and ſom other friends 
to haſten to Sunderland, to diſperſe my ſaid Letters there, and xr 
gain to warn all the Keel men at their perils to keck adde of my 
Coles, nor none of the ſhip maſters to buy any of them, and; my 
ſelf, with Lieu. Col. ohn Lilburn, rode away to Mi Timothy 
Whittingham , being a Juſtice of Peace, and read him the ſaid 
Letter, and fully acquainted him that a company of Rogues, xho 
called themſelves ſoldiers, were come upon my ground; but could 
produce no Commiſſion from any body that ſent chem, nor the 
Commiſſioners at Durham, nor. Major Telhurſt, would not under 
their hands own them, and they like bloudy Rogues, beat, and 
had almoſt killed ſome of the people, whom they forced to load 
away my Coles to the water ſide, and ſome of the ſaid ſoldiers, 
withſtheir own hands, loaded my Coles into Keels, and caried or 
ſent them away; and thereby felonioufly robbed and ſtole from 
me my real and proper goods; for which, as he was a Juſtice of 
Peace, forthwith vve deſired his Warrant, as Felons to bring 
them before him, vyhich vve very much preſt upon him as his duty 
by his Oath, and the Law of Exgland to grant; but he refuſed, 
and deſired time to conſider of it, and ſpeak vvith Sir Arthur a- 
bout it: upon whieh, Lieu. Col. Lilburn defired him to tell Sir 
Arhvr from him, if he and thoſe under 
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Sixth place, upon the fourch of chis preſent September, I wen... 


kim were affraid and 2. 
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ſhamed, to gine the ſoldiers at Hr-aronundertheir hands a writ. 


ten Commiſſion or Order to act by, and that M. M hitin gham re- 
fuſed to grant his Warrant to bring them before him, upon our 
complaint, vve would not be affraid nor aſhamed, to doi the beſt 
we could to expel force vvith a ſtronger force, and if any of the 
pretended foldiers were knockt on the head in the ſcuffle, for ww 

nds 


"thing we know, from the Law of England, they had their me 


in their own hands; but if he vr ould ſend his written Order for 
the ſoldiers Warrant, and let us copy it out, we vveuld not at all 
trouble or moleſt the ſoldiers any more; and ſo we vvere content 
that he ſhould take till Munday at night to talk vyvith Sir Ari bur 
about it: and vre being both at Durham upon Tueſday laſt be- 
ing the ninth of this preſent September, M. Whitinohams man 
brought to our Inn a ſcaled Letter, the Copy of which thus fol- 


loweth; | 19 | 1 


For his very good Friend, Lieutenant Colonel 
ohn Lilburn, theſe. R 


Pox my more ſerious thou ghis, and ftrift peruſal of the}Printed 


Al Letter you left with me, uf on Friday laſt ,T plainly ſet a matter 
of title, and a me um and tuum, in controverſie, betwixt the ſtate 
no in poſſeſſion, and M. John Hed worth, of which thing ua well 
know the Law i the proper Judge, and cau and muſt decide it; and 
the ¶ ivil Magiſtrate no way concerned in the buſine ſſe: yet ir, I 
am ſo tender and careful of your ſafety, and my ow duty, that if 


either your ſelf, or M. Hedworth be affraid of life; or know any 


man lic in wait to rob you, or either of you, or if any Felony bee 
committed, or Robbery done upon your perſon, or perſont, wpen le- 
gal Information, I ſhall be very ready to ſerve. you, and grant my 
Warrant : alſo if there be any force either by Entry or Detai- 


ner, I ſhall not in the leaſt be Wanting unto you, and. the Publick, 


to join with another in Commiſſion with my ſelf , to view and re 
move as occaſion ſhall offer: In brief, this zs all, but that I an | 


Sir, your moſt affectionate friend 


Holmſide, the 9 Sept. 
1651. to ſerve y ou, 


Tinos 7 Whitinghaw:. 
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Now moſt honoured Gentlemen, I pray ſetiouſly obſerve M. 
Mhitingham Letter, who if he had been a man according to 
that which God in Scripture requires every Magiſtrate to be, vi: 
à man of Courage, I am apt to believe he would ſcarce haye writ- 
ten this anſwer, to our Legal demand; but I deſire to be as ſparing 
of him as the nature of my buſineſs will permit me: but yet 1 
be ſeech you to take notice that I think the Civil Magiſtrate is the 
proper Judge of the Law, and not the ſoldiers in the leaſt, much 
leſs thoſe that only pretend themſelves ſoldiers. And I beſeech you 
obſerve,that in the eye of the Law, Felony and Robbery may be as 
well — upon my goods taken out of my houſe or ground, 
as from my immediat & proper perſon , and ſo much we poſitively 
we laid unto the charge of thoſe ſturdy roꝑues, that pretend them- 
ſelves ſoldiers upon my ground, who have no Formal nor Legal 
Commiſſion to authorize them in the leaſt to do as they do; and 
upon our ſo ſerious laying Felony to their charge, and offering by 
the Law to make it good, he ought by the Law without any more 
diſpute, to have granted us his Warrant, at leaſt to have brought 
them before him to have examined them: by means of w, I ſhould 
either have known ſome that Judicially and Formally would hafe 
owned them, or have had ſome evident demonſtration that thefe 
ate the men Major Tolhurſt by word of mouth ſent, or elſe have 
clapt them in that place that vvould have kept them ſafe, till they 
were fully fit for the Gallows their deſerved portion. 

But moſt noble Gentlemen, by all the fore-recided dealing with 
me, you may clearly ſee, I am made the moſt miſerableſt ſpectacle 
and object in England, being robbed by Sir Arthur Hefilrig, &c- 
(by his will and power) of my Land, Colliery, Goods and Cat- 
tle, and damm d up that I can have Juſtice no where, to obtain a 
little of my own to buy me bread, to keep me, my wife, and young 
and tender infants alive; nay, that which is wworſt of all, Iam ex- 
preſly by Sir Arthur Hefilrig himſelf, in the preſence of my ſelf, 
and my Brothers, M George, and M. Richard Grey, and many 
others, abſolutely commanded to be robbed, and deprived before 
T have committed any crime) of all the priviledges of an Eng- 


lich man, by being debarred to have the benefit of the Law againſt - 


any of thoſe that detain other parts of my inheritance from mee, 
then now is in the poſſeſſion of the State, in the detention of 
which, the State gets no heneſit at all: Wherefore hear, O Hea- 
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and give car, O Earth, and if any bowels of Compaſſion, ; 


lieve me, 2 moſt iſtreſſed 7 and Crue — yer prne. 
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man; that with . oppreſſion, and unparre lle v is like 
to be deſtroyed by Sir Arthar Heſilrig; even in Evgland, at chat 
time, when the Parliament thereof, hath many Armies in the field 
to fight for the Laws, Liberties, 2nd Properties of the people; and 


therefore as yee are men, nay, men of Honour, Conſcience, or 


common honeſty, or as ever you came from the bowels of women, 
O help, help, help me, and my periſhing family, in my tranſcen- 
dent and great diſtreſſes, and put forth ſomeof that powes betru- 
ſted to you by the Parliament of England, as you are Members of 
the chiefeſt power in this County, vix. Commanders, and Diſpo- 
ſers of all the Forces and Militia there, and ſend forth your War- 


and faſt men to him, and the Common · vealth, out of places of 
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authority in this County, and his placing in as Governors thereof, 
aot onely Newters, but known Delinquents, yea, and particular- 
ly his making Col. Francis ren the only man under him (as it 
were) to govern and rule this whole County, after his Excellency 
had caſhiered him in Scotland, for his unworthineſs and baſeneſs; 
and for your noble favours manifeſted unto me in the things deſis 
red of you in this the day of my great diſtreſs and calamity, I 
ſhall be very much obliged in the preſence of my friends, whoſe 


names as witneſſes are hereunto ſubſcribed, to acknowledge my 
ſelf to be ingaged to remain 


Gentlemen, 

From my own Houſe Your preatly diſtreſſed friend 
at Harraten, this and moſt humble ſervant, 
13 of Sept. 1651. heartily to ſerve you and this 

Common-wealth, 
Witneſs 
corge Grey: 
bs Lilburn, 
| Ralph Rookby. 
Ralph Gray. Joun HZDUVVOGRT R. 
Reger Harper. 


FINIS. 
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